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Concrete Surface Profile (CSP) Requirements
Guide

CSP (Concrete Surface Profile) is the texture rating that determines how well
coatings, adhesives and flooring systems bond to concrete. Rated from CSP 1 to
CSP 9, it describes how smooth or rough the slab must be after grinding, shot

blasting or scarifying.

Every floor system—epoxy, polyurethane cement, vinyl planks, carpet glue, polished
concrete, self-levellers and tile adhesives—has a required CSP range set by
manufacturers and supported by Australian Standards such as AS 1884, AS 3958
and ASINZS 4586.

If the surface is too smooth, coatings peel. Too rough, and air becomes trapped
or the finish telegraphs through, Correct CSP selection is the foundation of a

durable floor.

The CSP Scale (1-9)

The CSF scale runs from 1 (very smooth) to 9 (very rough)

CSP Requirements by Floor Type

Different floor systems require specific CSP levels to bond correctly. Here's what you need to know
for the most common flooring types:

Polished Concrete

Required CSP: 1-2 (refined, tight)

Polishing refines the surface progressively. Start too rough and you can't achieve the gloss level.
Surface needs to be flat and consistent for best results.
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Floor Levelling Compounds

Required CSP: 3-7

Floor levelling screeds applied to correctly prepared substrates are an investment for now and future
flooring replacements,
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How to Spot a Professional (vs Non-Pro)

When getting quotes for floor grinding or preparation, ask contractors:

+ "What surface profile will you achieve for my floor system?"
» "How does that match the manufacturer's specifications?"

+ "What Australian Standard are you preparing to?" (AS 3958 for tiles, AS 1884 for vinyl,
etc,)

» "How do you test and verify the surface preparation?"

Professional contractors will answer specifically and reference Australian Standards or
manufacturer data sheets,

Non-professionals will say "don't worry, we know what we're doing" or dodge the question
entirely.

We work backwards from your floor system specifications, Tiles? We prepare to AS
3958:2023 requirements. Vinyl? AS 1884:2021 substrate standards. Epoxy? We
profile to the coating data sheet. This isn't guesswork— it's how professional floor

prep works.
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